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Division 46:  Heritage Council of Western Australia, $3 404 000 - 
Mr Dean, Chairman. 

Dr Edwards, Minister for the Environment and Heritage. 

Mr I.H. Baxter, Director. 

Mr E.A. Munro, Manager, Corporate Services. 

Mr WHITELY:  For what purpose is the funding for the golden mile loop line railway, shown on page 744 of the 
Budget Statements, being provided? 

Dr EDWARDS:  The golden mile loop line railway is an election commitment of $100 000 - $50 000 for this 
financial year and $50 000 in forward estimates for the next financial year.  The Director of the Heritage Council 
will give some background information about the project.   

Mr BAXTER:  It essentially relates to the conservation of the subway adjacent to the Boulder railway station.  
Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd will make a substantial contribution to that project.  

Mr WHITELY:  How will the council know whether the work is carried out appropriately? 

Dr EDWARDS:  When money is provided through a Heritage Council grant or as part of an election 
commitment, the Heritage Council supervises the work and ensures that the proper conservation architects and 
tradespeople undertake the work as is appropriate.  The council also visits completed works.  Effectively, the 
council audits and manages the work to make sure it is done properly.   

Mr EDWARDS:  I refer to the appropriation and forward estimates on page 743 of the Budget Statements.  Why 
do total appropriations provided to purchase outputs over the next four years decrease markedly? 

Dr EDWARDS:  I believe the answer is that the council is receiving some one-off funding as a result of election 
commitments, but the director will clarify that.   

Mr BAXTER:  The decrease in funding is primarily related to specific projects such as the loop line in Boulder, 
the Kalgoorlie town hall and the Carnarvon jetty restoration.  

Mr EDWARDS:  It is stated on the same page that a 700 per cent increase in development referrals is putting 
considerable strain on the Heritage Council’s capacity to respond to community expectations.  How was that 
figure calculated? 

Dr EDWARDS:  It was calculated by taking into account the number of referrals that took place when the 
council was first established and the growth that has occurred over the years.  In the base year, 1994-95, the 
council received 120 referrals.  In 2000-01 it received 877 referrals.  The Heritage of Western Australia Act and 
the formation of the Heritage Council have resulted in incremental annual increases in the number of referrals.  
This shows there is still considerable interest in heritage, especially in regional areas.  It is thought that about 
two-thirds of the heritage work that needs to be done is in regional areas.  

Mr EDWARDS:  I understand the difficulty with this question.  The backlog of places awaiting assessment has 
grown to more than 850.  What action will the minister take to provide resources to ensure the backlog is 
reduced in coming years?  I understand it will be ongoing. 

Dr EDWARDS:  It is an ongoing issue.  The more people become aware of heritage issues, the more places are 
nominated for the register, and the greater the backlog.  The Heritage Council has considered a number of 
options to try to speed up the process and to be less rigorous; however, a certain level of rigour is required to 
assess heritage and justify putting a place on the state register.  The director will comment on the measures that 
can be taken.   

Mr BAXTER:  The measures we have taken and continue to take include packaging together assessments so they 
can be done more efficiently, particularly when they involve country survey work, which is very expensive.  We 
are also utilising conservation plans to create the assessment documentation as a spin-off benefit, and we are 
endeavouring to use the government heritage property disposal process to generate documentation.  We are 
attempting to use a number of alternative mechanisms to create the documentation necessary to undertake the 
reviews of places.  

Mr HYDE:  How many assessments were outstanding at the time of the election?  

Mr BAXTER:  It was around 850.   

Dr WOOLLARD:  My question relates to dot point 1 of major initiatives for 2001-02 on page 747.  Will the new 
heritage legislation offer protection for cultural landscapes; and, if not, why not? 
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Dr EDWARDS:  I am keen to get the draft heritage Bill, which has been around for some time, into and passed 
through the Parliament so the 1990 Act can be updated.  There is general criticism of that Act, which happens 
over time with Acts that are drafted to the best standards of the day.  There is no intention to move the legislation 
beyond the provisions in the draft Bill, although we will be open to that down the track.  Obviously, other 
portfolio areas preserve areas that have conservation or cultural value.   

Mr BAXTER:  The issue may be that of the pristine natural environment as distinct from cultural landscapes.  
The Heritage of Western Australia Act enables the council to deal with cultural landscapes, and we have dealt 
with a number of them, but it does not allow us to deal with natural environment issues.  The previous Bill did 
not contemplate extending those provisions further.  

Dr WOOLLARD:  Are you saying that the current Act offers protection for cultural landscapes?    

Mr BAXTER:  Areas like Queens Gardens, which is considered a cultural landscape, are on the register.  The 
Act has facility to protect places like that.  

Dr WOOLLARD:  I will lodge an application for the lowlands of the Heathcote site to be protected as a cultural 
landscape and heritage precinct.  

Dr EDWARDS:  One aspect of the criteria relates to the cultural side.  Other parameters need to be considered.  

Mr HYDE:  The Terrace Road apartments is an issue that has arisen in my electorate.  If a new Act were in place 
and it provided for cultural landscapes, would the Heritage Council and the Government have been able to act 
more forcibly on this issue?  I am happy to receive the answer as supplementary information.   

The CHAIRMAN:  It is taken as a question requiring supplementary information.  We are running out of time 
and must deal with two divisions in the next two minutes.  

Ms GUISE:  My question relates to the table on page 744 of the Budget Statements showing policy decisions 
since the state election, and support for regional areas.  What is happening with the Carnarvon One Mile Jetty?  
The budget allocates $250 000 to the jetty for this financial year.  What work will be undertaken? 

Dr EDWARDS:  In view of the time, I will give a quick answer.  The allocated moneys will restore the different 
parts of the jetty from the head, through to the neck and then the body.  Various work will be undertaken.  The 
$250 000 has been broken down for each component and relates mainly to construction or consultation work to 
be done by various professionals.  

Mr EDWARDS:  In view of the time, I seek the minister’s indulgence in accepting my further questions - on 
both the Heritage Council and the National Trust of Australia (WA) - as supplementary information rather than 
as questions on notice.  

The CHAIRMAN:  You will have to read them out, and there is not time for that now.  

Mr EDWARDS:  The member can put them on notice. 

The CHAIRMAN:  He can do that through the Clerk’s office. 

Mr EDWARDS:  I understand that.  I am asking for the answers to be provided as supplementary information so 
that I can receive an answer in the next week to 10 days.  

The CHAIRMAN:  It is now six o’clock.  The member can put them on notice.  

Mr HYDE:  I will have to do the same with my questions. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm  
 


